ZAUSS "überall   in terra straniera   borders beyond"

Francesco Zago: electric guitar, loops

Markus Stauss: bass, soprano & tenor saxophone

Additional information you won’t find in the booklet or inlay card:

Three intertwined cycles (idea and realization)

We play a number of pieces each on bass, soprano or tenor saxophone without altering the sax during the piece. After listening to the recordings, we select the same number of pieces from each respective instrument.
Based on this choice we build three cycles:

a bass cycle
a tenor cycle
a soprano cycle

We create each cycle based on 4 pieces and some additional bonus tracks, whenever necessary:

Bass cycle

- Hymn / - Moods / - Earthquake / - Little quakes

Soprano cycle

- Senza nessuna eleganza / - Pastorale / - Quisquilia / - Migrazione

Tenor cycle

- Bewegung / - Wendepunkt / - Kontaktspiel / - Strahlen

Bonus Tracks

Meandering (bass) / - Crescendo (bass) / - Kanon (tenor) / - soft noise (tenor)

We weave together the cycles into 4 groups (A - D): each group contains a piece of each cycle. We choose one bonus tracks (BT) and this way we got the first set list:

A) 01 Hymn (bass sax) / 02 Senza nessuna eleganza (soprano sax) / 03 Bewegung (tenor sax)

B) 04 Moods (bass sax) / 05 Pastorale (soprano sax) / 06 Wendepunkt (tenor sax)


C) 07 Earthquake (bass sax) / 08 Quisquilia (soprano sax) / 09 Kontaktspiel (tenor sax)

D) 10 Little quakes (bass sax) / 11 Migrazione (soprano sax) / 12 Strahlen (tenor sax)


BT) Meandering (bass sax)

A new idea changed the interwinded cycles: The bonus track is included in the final group. This way the third bass piece (Earthquake) becomes the center of the set list.

The expression "center" brings the concept of "symmetry" into the game and consequently the soprano and tenor parts in C) and D) group are interchanged.

This way we obtain

Symmetrical interwoven cycles

you will hear on the CD (see booklet on page 2).

01 Hymn (bass sax)

02 Senza nessuna eleganza (soprano sax)

03 Bewegung (tenor sax)

04 Moods (bass sax)

05 Pastorale (Soprano Sax)

06 Wendepunkt (tenor sax)

07 Earthquake (bass sax)

08 Kontaktspiel (Tenor Sax)

09 Quisquilia (soprano sax)

10 Little quakes (bass sax)

11 Strahlen (tenor sax)

12 Migrazione (soprano sax)

13 Meandering (bass sax)

3-language booklet

Fazzul Music offers a multilingual booklet again. But unlike the just released ÜBERFALL "Treasures" (FM 0851) and the album SPALTKLANG "Lontano" (FM 0822) from 2006, multilingualism is not politically motivated, but is destined to fill in listeners on the near and far ZAUSS environment.

Studio recordings

We have, as described above, recorded live in the studio as a duo:

THERE ARE NO OVERDUBS!

Our biggest thanks go to Benno Hofer, who solved all technical problems with infinite patience and who listened with open ears and an alert instinct. With all this and his knowledge he made our session become the music you hear on this CD.

Thanks to Benno's work we were able to focus once more on "sound and sound quality", "sound authenticity" and "natural sound", that is, if the adjective "naturally" fits in the context of electronically generated sounds at all.

Cover (art work)

Cover MS developed proposals which were sighted by FZ (as we did for first ZAUSS album "neulich neben der Grenze" fm 0823). Finally, FZ and MS chose a version in line with former Fazzul booklets. The finish for printing was provided by Pit Kayser.

The cover (booklet pages 1 through 4) should help to join in with the music.

The selection of pieces and titles you may see within the context of world events during the first months of this year.

ZAUSS is ZAUSS

You cannot translate ZAUSS language into a different musical language, and certainly not explain it with words. This language emerges when a guitar player with interest into electro acoustic music generates live loops, creates (thoughtfully academic) textures and sounds, meets a fearless free-improviser, who break textures intuitively and provokes duo interplay where the lead switches back and forth.

Long quiet sequences immersed in deep moods fade somewhere or turn into a rhythm pace continuously or abruptly. Sudden rallentandi change direction and establish a safe feeling for the creation of melodies and sudden, simultaneously illuminating passages as they occur in dreams, surrealistic impressions, stories.

Francesco Zago & Markus Stauss, June 2011

