[image: image1.jpg]


TZGIV (Trank Zappa Grappa in Varese?)
File under: ROCKcrossgenres: NEO-PUNK, JAZZ, RIO

Michel Delville

guitar, guitar synth, electronics
Markus Stauss

tenor & soprano sax
Damien Campion
electric bass & double bass
Laurent Delchambre
drums, percussion, electronics
Swiss sax player extraordinaire Markus Stauss teams up with two members of internationally-acclaimed Belgian Nu-Jazz-RIO outfit
THE WRONG OBJECT (Laurent Delchambre and Michel Delville) and notable bass and double bass player Damien Campion in a new project called TZGIV (“Trank Zappa Grappa in Varese”). This debut album documents two live performances recorded in Holland and Belgium in the Fall of 2007. The set’s development from experi-mental hardcore into simmering polyrhythmic, contrapuntal grooves via more atmospheric interludes and premodern, medieval influences (one of the tracks quotes Jimi Hendrix’s “Who Knows” and moves on to deconstructing a melody by 14th century composer Guillaume de Machaut!), testifies to the diversity of approaches to the unsettled question raised by the band’s enigmatic title (which translates as “Did Zappa Drink Grappa in Varese?”).
By privileging raw, primitive emotion over style (guitarist Delville describes the music as “a mix of punk jazz and medieval”), the music - which is full of astonishing collectively structured improvisation and adventure - departs as much from contemporary models of avant-rock experiments as from Stauss’s previous projects, which already ranged from solo improvisations on the bass saxophone (Neolithicum) to the peculiar sonorities of progressive chamber rock quartet SPALTKLANG. If one had to compare this work to a particular school of contemporary music one would probably think of the Knitting Factory school of visceral, post-punk experi-mentalism (Zorn’s Cobra and Ted Milton’s Blurt come to mind) but one which has been contaminated by the achievements of Belgian-flavored RIO and the rugged and convoluted landscapes of the Swiss Alps. Recommended listening for fans of Naked City, Jim Black, Marc Ribot, Primus, The Wrong Object and the Avant-RIO scene.

TZGIV presents their 1st offical release “More Light”.
PRESS QUOTES
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MORE LIGHT




The unexpected twists and turns, the uncompromising refusal to be limited by stylistic genres or the listener’s expectations, are the essential ingredients of this sonic adventure … whether the inspiration comes from 20th century giants like Zappa, Coltrane, Hendrix, Weather Report, Soft Machine, Gong, or the 14th century composer Guillaume de Machaut, the group manages to stamp its own personal touch on every track, a refreshing change from most of the blandness that seems to be filling up the airwaves these days. Enjoy! – GEOFF LEIGH (Henry Cow, Ex-Wise-Heads)

Moving from heavy rock to avant-garde jazz, the band adds solid doses of energetic punk to the mixture. A strange cocktail that must be enjoyed hot and steaming. Enjoy! - BABYBLAUE PROG-REVIEWS 
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Like Frisell & Torn, Delville can play all around an idea and look at it from many different angles. Delchambre’s drumming is inventive and always appropriate, laying back when needed and then letting every-one know he’s there when the music demands! The unsung hero of this recording might just be Belgian jazz bassist Damien Campion … he is inventive and fresh with a monster sound that comes at you in great waves from the speakers! And that brings us to the incredible sax playing of Stauss who has re-invented the role of the sax in rock/jazz/improvised music and should be viewed alongside players like George Cartwright (Curlew) and John Zorn in this regard. Where Allan Holdsworth always has said that he is trying to make the guitar do what a saxophone does, Stauss has approached the problem from exactly the opposite view. This is not to say that this is rock music, but it IS ’rock’ music. And it is jazz, new-music, and fusion. It is also adventurous, experimental and incredible!! "More Light" gets our highest recommendation! – ZNR
CONTACTS
www.myspace.com/trankzappagrappainvarese     www.fazzulmusic.ch
wrongobject@hotmail.com                       m.stauss@bluewin.ch
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